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MUNI IMMIGRATION 

ORDINANCE HEARING 

NOVEMBER 14TH 

The Anchorage Assembly’s Public 

Safety Committee will meet on 

Wednesday November 14, 2007 to 

review Paul Bauer’s Immigration Pol-

icy ordinance. (2007-175) The meet-

ing will start at 12:00 noon in the 

assembly chambers at the Loussac 

Library. The meeting will last for 1.5 

hours and public comment will be 

allowed. 

G osh, how time flies!  Summer 

came a went and I’m trying to 

recall those leisure moments we’re 

supposed to enjoy during that time of 

the year.  I think they skipped me this 

time around. Sigh. But hey, I guess 

that means there’s lots to report. This 

edition of the VOTER  covers two ma-

jor issues we are currently involved 

with: immigration and election reform. 

 

First, as many of you know, Assembly-

man Dan Sullivan proposed an election 

reform charter amendment in August. 

According to board member Pat Red-

mond who attended both work ses-

sions on our behalf, the proposal 

would change the charter in the follow-

ing ways: 
 

election of mayor would require  

50% or greater of votes cast (up 

from 45%); 

redistrict the municipality to eleven 

districts, with one assembly person 

representing each district rather 

than 2 for each of the six current 

districts; and  

elect school board members by dis-

trict rather than at large. 

There was additional discussion on 

instant run off voting, although this 

was not part of Mr. Sullivan’s origi-

nal proposal. 
 
I bring this to your attention for two 

reasons. First, as a League, we should 

always be vigilant in monitoring those 

things that affect our democracy. I just 

want to point out that we were the only 

organization at the second work ses-

sion on this topic, so it is critical that 

we stay engaged.  

 

Second; we have a local League posi-

tion in direct opposition to bullet num-

ber 3. Our position reads as follows: 

 

SCHOOL BOARD: Method of Electing 

Members: [The League] support[s] the 

presently established seven member 

school board, to be elected at large for 

designated seats. 

 

If you are interested in reading the full 

position, I will post it on our League’s 

Website at www.lwvanchorage.org 

(Voter Newsletter section, next to this 

Voter download link). 

 

The discussion at the work sessions 

indicates that this is the least popular 

of the three proposed reform measures, 

and will be the most difficult to get on 

the ballot. However, we should abso-

lutely not relax under the assumption 

that this will simply “go away.”  Board 

member Wilda Hudson, who chaired 

the previous study group on  election 

of school boards, has pulled the study 

information for review.  The Board is 

now looking at this material to deter-

mine if it is still relevant (after 13 

years) and to make a determination if 

an update is needed. If so, it will need 

to be done quickly! Any member wish-

ing to contribute to this review is wel-

come—please send me an e-mail and I 

will get you a copy of the study packet. 

E-mails can be sent to 

league@lwvanchorage.org . 

 

You will find a full report on the Im-

migration topic on page 2 of this 

Voter. Board member Carol Dickason 

and member Marie Lavigne have 

been busy preparing a second commu-

nity forum that will prepare us for con-

tributing to the consensus phase of the 

LWV US study. 

 

Finally, I would like to close my report 

by expressing our collective  condo-

lences to long time board member 

MaryLou Lawhorn.  MaryLou’s hus-

band passed away late this summer 

after an extended illness.   Our 

thoughts are with you MaryLou. 

 

Please feel free to contact any of us on 

the Board if you have questions or 

would like to get more involved. 

 -Mary Rosenzweig 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 



In 2006, the LWVUS launched a three-year Immigra-
tion Study aimed at helping communities understand 
the implications of immigration at the local, state, and 
federal level.  This is the first new study undertaken 
since 1992.  
 
The scope of the study includes: 
 

Underlying values and principles regarding immi-

gration, including but not limited to: 
Reasons for migration from other countries,  
Effects of global interdependence on migration 

Motivation of refugees, asylees, and 

Motivation of other immigrants. 
 

Current federal immigration policy, including but 

not limited to: 
Overview 

Effectiveness in uniting families 
Effectiveness in meeting needs of businesses 
Effectiveness of enforcement 
Human rights concerns 

 

Impact of Immigration, including but not limited to: 

Economic effect of authorized and unauthorized 
immigration 

Diversity 

Inclusion of immigrants in American society 

 
It is now time for the member 
agreement phase of the Immi-
gration Study, the time when 
Leagues prepare to take con-
sensus and arrive at a position.  
Grassroots agreement on posi-
tions is one of the League’s 
greatest strengths.  (Without a 
position, the League is unable 
to take action to affect public 

policy in the area.)  Members will be asked a series of 
six multi-part consensus questions (to be provided you 
in December or available on the internet).  The result-
ing position will allow the League to affect national 
policy for years to come, just as it has for the past 87 
years!   
 
Your Anchorage League will be holding a discussion 
meeting on Thursday, November 1 from 6-8 pm at 
the YWCA in Anchorage with speakers on some of 
these issues; this will be a follow-up to our meeting last 
May.  In January, 2008, we will hold a consensus 
meeting to deal with these questions.   
 
To help you prepare for the consensus phase of the 
national study, eight background papers have been 
written about these subjects and are available on the 
internet at www.lwv.org as are other resource materi-
als: 
 
1. Economic Aspect of Authorized and Unauthorized 

Immigration 

2. Effects of Global Interdependence on Migration 

3. Immigration and the Economy 

4. Immigrants:  Diversity and Inclusion 

5. Overview:  Federal Immigration Policy and Proposed 
Reforms 

6. What Motivates Immigration to America? 

7. U.S. Immigration Policy:  Family Reunification 

8. Federal Immigration Policy:  Enforcement Issues 
 
Two articles and four Study Briefs have appeared also 
in recent National Voters. Go to the For Members sec-
tion for additional information.  
 
If you do NOT have access to the internet or if you 
would prefer to receive a hard copy of these back-
ground materials, please contact Carol Dickason at 
278-6343 and she will mail you a copy. 

Have you been missing out? 

 

If you have received this newsletter by mail, you may be missing out on important news!  

 

Meeting announcements, action alerts and member updates are frequently sent by e-mail and we don’t want you  

to be out of the loop. 

 

If you have not already provided us with your e-mail address, please do so today. E-mail us at league@lwvanchorage.org 

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government,  
works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. 

LWVUS IMMIGRATION STUDY—CONSENSUS PHASE IS BEGINNING 

Grassroots agreement on 

positions is one of the 

League’s greatest 

strengths. 

http://www.lwv.org/


The Municipality of Anchorage adopted the 
Anchorage 2020 Land Use Plan a number 
of years ago. In order to effectively imple-
ment various portions of Anchorage 2020, 
it has been necessary to re-write the exist-
ing land use ordinances. These are collec-
tively referred to as Title 21. This re-write 
has been a slow process but this August 
more chapters have been made available 
for public review and the public hearings 
before the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion have been scheduled. The following 
information is provided so that LWV An-
chorage members may review the material. 
Members are encouraged to either make 
comments as individuals or get your com-
ments back to Pat Redmond 
(plredmond@acsalaska.net or 240-5585) 
to be submitted as LWV Anchorage com-
ments.  
 
The Planning Department posted drafts of 
chapters 4, 5, 6, and 12 of the Title 21 Re-
write. These may be downloaded from the 
Public Hearing Draft page. 
 

Public Hearings on Chapters 4, 5, and 

6, begin October 1, 6:30 p.m. in the 

Assembly Chambers. Additional meeting 
dates will be posted when finalized.  
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Yes, I want to add my voice to the League of Women Voters of Anchorage! 
 

As an added benefit, all League members receive The National Voter magazine, the League’s monthly electronic newsletter, local and state 

publications, access to member information on the League Web site, alerts on breaking action on Capitol Hill and significant discounts on pub-

lications, products, videos and other valuable resources. 
 

  $50 ONE-YEAR INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP 

  $75 ONE-YEAR HOUSEHOLD MEMBERSHIP for two members who share an address (add $25 for each additional member) 

  $25 ONE-YEAR STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 

  Enclosed is an additional CONTRIBUTION of $   

 

NAME/NAMES:              

ADDRESS:              

CITY:       STATE:    ZIP:     

EMAIL:        TELEPHONE:       

Please make your checks payable to the League of Women Voters of Anchorage and return with your membership form to: 

League of Women Voters of Anchorage 
PO Box 101345 

Anchorage, AK 99510-1345 

 
Membership dues and contributions to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as a personal or business expense for tax purposes. 
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TITLE 21 REWRITE 
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